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TAT TO Ns derive their riches and 
wealth from commerce, and their 
L 5 from induſtry. In their infan- 
; poverty commonly enſures to them 
: peace and tranquility ; but when proſperity 
has given them conſequence in the world, 
; they become the objects of invaſion and 
prey: The States, who afforded them pro- 
tection, while they were unable to defend 
themſelves, have a right to their friendſhip 
and alliance; but they too often exact from 
their gratitude what is inconſiſtent with 
their intereſt and independance to grant. 
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Though the en do not ſtand in 
that very predieament with Great Britain, 


the meaſures of government directly tent 
to extort from them, by violenee, if not 


by conſent, all the ſources of their wealth, 


to render abſolute the power they poſſeſs, 


already equal to deſpotiſm itſelf. But, 


Happily for America, and ultimately, F wilt 
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venture to prophecy, for England herſelf, 
the neceſſary ſteps, pteparatory to an at- 
tempt upon the Colonies, could not be 
effected time enouph--to cruſi the new - 
ſettlers, before they had acquired ftrength 2 
ſufficient to reſiſt the dominion of abſolute 
| power. Without the reſources of Har, 
however, and even without the common 
neceſſaries of life, a free and ſpirited peo- 


ple, animated by the juſtice of their cauſe, 
as well as by the example of their fore- 
fathers, will ever diſdain the yoke of flave- 


175 Ng ae * . immediate 


Feri unde the ton of the: Houſe of = 
Hanover to the Crown of Great Britain, it has 


deen, ſeemingly, the principal: aim and im- 
mediate 
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Key prev of emit to circumſcribe 
and abridge. the liberties and rights of the 
people ; though to that ſpirit of free- 
dom, which diſtinguiſhes the Britiſh Nation, 
they owe their power. They were called 
to the throne to preſerve thoſe rights, which 
had been, abuſed by a race of Monarchs, 
who had rendered themſelves truly odious 
do a free people, by the error of the preſent 
age, too great an attachment to popery. 
Accident, however, ſeems to have preſerv- 
ed the liberties of England, as well as the 
rights of America. An early deſign upon 
the Colonies was planned by Government, 
though the diſcontents in Scotland, ever 
. FF £fince the excluſion of the Stuarts, rendered 
EE the execntion of their ſchemes extremely 


of an unfortunate people to our time. It 
was, perhaps, difficult, too, to find a ſet 
of men, wicked enough to 2 in 
= meaſures ſo deftruQtive and Gabal. 


© | The great expences of the war, 1 was 

cConcluded by the Earl of Bute, in 1763, 

t is nn. obliged the enemies of Ame- 
r rica 


dangerous; and left the bloody ſtruggles Lo 
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rica to place their views upon that people 
to a conſiderable diſtance. Domeſtic ene- 
mies, as well as foreign foes, had lent 
their aid toward emptying the miniſterial 
coffers ; ; and they had greatly to lament, ; 
that not a ſingle forfeiture, and even but 
few bribes, accrued to them from a peace, | 
which neceſſity alone obliged them to make. 
They remembered, no doubt, the amazing | 
advantages which reſulted to the followers 
of William, upwards of fixty years before, 
from the Iriſh forfeitures. They had not 
forgot, that their predeceſſors glutted ſuf- 
keiently, very lately, on the poor Scots; 
and, upon the whole, they concluded, that 
intsſtine eommotions are more advantage - | 
ous to-miniſters, than foreign wars. That 
Ameriea hal- long flouriſhed, the aſſiſtance 
the lent during the war ſufficiently proved ; 
and her wealth ſeemed to be the only ſafe 
prey fer miniſterial rapacity. In the at- 
ietapty to enſlave the Coloniſts, they knew, 
that they would at leaſt rouze them to re- 
ſiſtance, which would be eaſily converted 


into rebellion, by which they would be- 
come the immediate maſters of their wealth, 


Feb Wc and 
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and ultimately the lords of their fake} 
lands. — 
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Theſe laudable Gen eritionsy: weighed 
moch with men, totally diveſted of all 


principle, and entirely reſigned to every 
act of inhumanity, to every degree of in- 


; juſtice. Mr. Pitt, who ſucceeded the au- 
thors of American deſtruction, and, who 
was himſelf ſucceeded by the enemies 
of America, was obliged, during his ſhort 
ſtay in office to yield in ſome degree to the 
| bent of the Court, and to join with them 
in their views againſt the new- ſettlers; and 
perhaps his ſudden reſignation in 1766, 


was bwing chiefly to his hearty diſlixe of 


meaſures, which he was obliged to' purſue. 
Diſguſted with a ſet of men, whoſe abilities 
he deſpiſed, and whoſe principles he ab- 
horred, he diſdained to retain his power, at 
tze expence of the liberties of his fellow 
fſüudjects. The mild diſpoſitions and amiable 


qualities of the Marquis of Rockingham, 
were ill calculated to carry forward preme- 


7 ditated meaſures, at once ſo diabolical and 
= ſo d. deſtructive to the common rights of man- 


kind; 


FY F .. 

kind ; though he yielded ſo far, at the re- 
queſt of his friends, as to bring in, and paſs: 
the declaratory-law. At laſt, after induſ- 
trious ſearch, a ſet of men were found, 
whoſe. ſouls revolted at no injuſtice, whoſe 
minds eee e * 
WP Sy 


" The.gower of the. Bit e to 


i tax America Was ſo univerſally queſtioned, 
that Mr. Grenville thought it prudent, up- 
Wards of twenty months before he. brought 


in the Stamp-Act, to intimate his inten- 


tions to the Houſe of Commons, and to 
4 inform them that the meaſure was in agi- 
tation. Still it remained a doubt, whe- 
ther ſuch an. attempt would eyer be made; 
and the-canquent execution of that mea- 
ſure, in thę end of the next ſeſſions, ſtruck 
an uniyerfale panic upon che nation, The 
repeal of that, law, by the Earl of Chatham, 
Frigk. for the rights of mankind ; and the 


meaſure which, deprived him of the firſt 
office 1 the eee 0 lien his e 
bie ane , 


* 
were ſo equal, and to which his judgment 
was ſo juſt. PRE _  - 12 


That the Britiſh Legiflature have a right 
= to tax all the ſubjects of the empire, is 
pocates of Government proceed to juſtify 
che taxation of America. That ſuch a 
power is veſted in the three eſtates of Par- 
Hament is true; But that ue A pol 
extends no further than the repreſentation 
of the people is equally. true; for without 
Repreſentution; Taxation cannot exiſt. That 
the Colonies ſhould” be ſubjected to pay 
they ſhould have no repreſentatives, and 
where not one in thirty of its members have 
the leaſt knowledge of their wealth; their 
commerce, their internal reſourcxi, x very 
inconſiſtent with common- retſoli, With the 
conſtitution of England, and with he 
uſages of nations To render 4 free peo. 
ple reſponſible to the laws'of' andther Hand, 
is a principle of policy not recorded in che 
hiſtory of nations; and if the Coleniſts of 
their own accord aided Government with 
USD... i; 1 greater 
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b greater ſupplies during the war, than the 
i riches of their country could afford; is this | 
$ the gratitude they were taught to expect | 
| from the Mother Country, to impoſe up- 6 
i on them, by her pretended authority, the 
| fame. demands in time of profound peace * 
I NI. NN Hen, * nl 3 lte! N : | 
1 But, granting that the Btitiſh Legiſlature 


arg poſſeſſed of the power of impoſing laws MY . 
upon America, there, is a vaſt difference be= WF 
tween waxims of general policy and mat. oF 
ters of property; and; if ſuch laws! as KB 
found toi be contrary to the intereſt and 
ſubverſive of the common rights of the 


country would not the ſame power enable KY - 
them to modify ſuch laws, to the inclina- | 


tion of the people; and to the conſtitution KM 
of ſuchisanntryt - If the Legiſlature poſſeſs 3 
the power fi niakung laws, but not of re- 
pealing them, ſhould they be found op- 
preſſiye, is it juſt, or is it perfect? We 
| are taught 40 believe, that the conſtitution 
5 = under which we live is juſt and free; but 
1 will the caſe of the Coloniſts juſtify the 
aſſertion? If the Legiſlature are poſſeſſed 
; of abe power, but not the inclination, of 
32897 doing 


Go.) 


doing good, do they deſerve to be intruſted, 
with the rights of mankind? Or would 
it be excuſable in the people to ſubmit to 
their power? 5 


The Letillature, "boſs PLC FO right 
and ſupremacy certainly extends over every 
part of the Empire, is compoſer of King, 
= Lords, and Commons, in Parliament df 

ſembled. The laws paſs through tlie two = 
Houſes; and the executive part is loft with 


the King. But neither King nor Lords N 


have any right whatſoever with taning the 
= people, becauſe they are not theit repte- 
ſentatives. 1 1e hold - Al heritable tight . 
do their pqwer, which does not depend up- 
on the people; and conſequently the can 
not, in any manner, diſpoſe (pf uheit pt 
perty. The Houſe af Lord isa mere no- 
minal part of the Legiſlature, bedauſp they 
do not, like the King and Commons de- 
rive their power in any meaſure ſtihm the 
ſuffrages of the people. The Common 
ace at leaſt underſtood ta be tho ſponcahebas 
choice of the great hay of the people 
and, therefore, alliactvot ſupply; all mat- 
C ters 
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ters of taxation muſt come from them. But 
though they are alone veſted with the power 
of diſpoſing 'of the property of their con- 
ſtituents, ſo far as it is neceſſary for the 
ſupport of the ſtate, their reſolves, by the 
conſtitution of the country; cannot paſs in- 
to laws, without the concurrence of the two 
other branches of the Legiſlature: | This, f 
in füct, is all the buſineſs" either King or 
—_— ds have in matters of property and Þ 

taxation; and indeed it ought to be ſo, 


for they are totally unactfuainted With <6 


riches af the people, and entirely ignorant 
of thoſe particular: branches of -bommenes, 
on which the great ſupplies of the State. 
muſt be raiſed. And the Commons of 
England are as little acquainted, if poſſi- 
ble, with-therrefources: of America, as the 
Lords ate intelligent in . 
this country; and thenee it follows;'that it 
is by no meant juſt that America en be 
; eee Parliament, | 1R% Bobo" 


, * M.; 


But (66! after me rent c came 
into office, matters of more immedlate ad- 


vantage to them, and Which were at the 
ſame 


WS of 
1 


1 — 
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ſame time contributary to the grand deſign 
againſt. America, came under their delibera- 
tion. Though the affairs of the Eaſt India 
Company had hitherto proſpered at home, 

the conduct of their ſervants was replete 
with inhumanity and injuſtice abroad; by 
which means, they returned to England 
with fortunes, which placed them ibeolad 
the temporary power of a miniſter. They 
too, as they ↄwed none of their good for- 
tune to miniſters, very juſtly refuſed to 
= ſhar eriith them their ſpoil. The ſervants | 

of Government, though they plunder with 
FT impunity! their owh country at home, deem 
it criminal in others to extort abroad with- 
out eee of eee eee, 

l 28 is baslgu. 
Thie, 3 emen ühpügh 
: eided by Treaſuty · intereſt, that could not 
be immediately effected. An expedient, 
therefore, was adopted, which had the in- 
tended effect in as ſhort a time as cou be 
expected. To recall the Charter of the 

Company, they knew, would have been 

a very unpopular, as well as unjuſt, act of | 

POWs as i. is not to be ſuppoſed, that the 
2 afly 5 2 affairs. 
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affairs" of ſo great a Company can be in 3 
train of immediate Mquidation; and their 
ner with” the commercial part of ihe 
tion} would have rendered the diſſolution 
def the Company an alarming loſe to public 
| ele, Bur to edact from them for a 
ovary! -renexwal' of > their Charter; ſuch 
enormous ſums, as would ſoon throw their 
W héle affairb into the hands of Govefn- 
ment, was v meaſurtꝭ whoſEcoriſequencecould 
de only forbſcen bythe moſt intelligent 
part of mankind j and, Sindeedg.owould: not 
eben have had the intended effect hat not 
the affairs of the Company taken an Unfa- 
urable turn: Having firſt involved them | 
__ »iwligceſand ruin, they deſited the Com- 
5 -Panyend Ahe formal application to them. 
Hebes gvlftch, When tkby did, they held 
otherarat. cher ond, and; under the ſanc- 
id dß artiatme it, impoſed on them ſuch 
regulations and aus, as left them not even 
the veſtages of 1 15 F 1 
__ -8nidogm %% 45H „ Fefy319b ud” 9 AZ 
noi 1Whilertheſe grand odjects b wan purſuing = 
at home, the miniſtry placed men of their 
own ſtamp d in the ws of forwarding their 
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| | | 1 
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views thread, ' © The Governors) Bernard, 
Hutchiaſqn, B;vimrere well adapted for be- 
taping the \peaple.apbom- they, were ap- 
pointed. to goverthns) , correſpondence the 
-moſt diabolical, ſubterſive of the tights of 
humanitys the rights of freedom the right 
of property, Was was carried on between thaſe 
men and their right honourable Patrons. 
J TFiliethis correſpondence was happily diſco- 
| bhered, nor ſubjects in he world were more 
| coated Habt Sovereigu, than che Ame- 
1 Ticank;0n0nd-mote obedient, to the laws of 
„their tquntfy. But: juſtly touzed into dij- 
truſt, and into fear, ignorant of their friends, 
canil afraid of their enemies, they became 
- jealous & of every act of power, and conſidered 
it as an encroachment: on their rights. In- 
0 deed, their doubts - were .weH-grounded; 
and to what degree of phrenty, may not 
Ln free people be rouzed, when heir Über- 
Of ties are invaded on war 6 _ no ln ge 
PA 40 „5 13% 
e hus detected i in their ſecret machina- 
* tions againſt the Coloniſts, Adminiſttition, 
to: reconcile to the world their public mea- 
bares, erer in all their unjuſt deſigns. 


Aided 


1 


Aided by the falſe information of their 
agents abroad, they ehdeavoured to impreſs 
mankind. with. an unfayourable opinion of 
the diſp ſition of the Americans towards 
the Moth er- count The preſs, ever rea- 
ths to x their as. Vas 1 <mploy- 
* 5 25 Bs The daily Te 
a orth fcutrillity and abule. But, 
aboyę al „their e to. Par- 
5 over Wh 7 they have an Mops 


LY 


mal ace, 19 REAL to the Americapy. 1 ali; 
5d}. $2ub93; bluow ons). 0d1. 01: 9502t MM 
Strengthened, by the wealth of the; Eaſt, 
encouraged, by an obſequious Parliament, 
and, prop pted by their. o n evil minds, the 
ien n proceeded in all their unjuſt, mea» | 
tyres, geg yt the Americans; They paſſed | 
laws 28 ig chat people, which were in 
foe meaſurg,agknowledged by themſelves 
toghe, fphfe five and ſevere; yet they have 


refuſed.tp allexiatg| chem, becauſe the Colo- 
niſts did not pay implicit obedience to their 
power, in ſubmitting to acts, which they 


deem inconſiſtent with humanity and the 
uſages of countties, and which. in effect, : 


wand be a jon annibilation of all their E 
iche rights 


- be 
rights, as a free people. Government deem 
it inconſiſtent; they fa) y, with their 1 5 
to retract their lee till obedienee 
enforced; becauſe, the trüth is, though” 
would'be relieving | an aggrieved people, 5 
is diametrically oppofite to the views of tlie 
coutt and its private inſtigators.” Met, 
who are unarqudinted with the mantets of 
öde eder wherein conſifts the dignity 
of perfecuting a brand and induffrions Pede 
pie! The Colbnifts' eonteive, that öbe? 
dience to thoſe laws, would reduce” them 
0 eütie depehdance bh the” Crown; and 
would recognize the power of an aſſfernbly, 
_ they deny'extetids' to theft Eviititry,” 
n mattets of chert 1 Hefter all t 
alley and blobd in dür echohe z hence 1 
all the divifiohs and parties athöhgrt cure 
ſelves; hence every evil Wr an SAH 
court habindt already entalled otic Unz 
fortunate country, once this tertöf, Bur net, 
the deriſion of al the orldt 19" bib einn 
dw. ee 09 inne ns: Woo 
Under tick juſt apprehenſionb and fears; 
urged by nebeſſity, and juſtified by exam 


ple, the Americans formed aſſociations fot 
their 


6 6 


their ſafety, and the general weal of their 
country. They ſaw that they were miſ- 
repreſented to their Sovereign that they 


were betrayed to their enemies; that every 
act of ſeverity, which was exerciſed againſt. 
them, was ſecretly abetted by thoſe, who 
were ſent amongſt. them to protect them 


and their rights; that meaſures, defirudive 


to their freedom, their commerce, their 
5 property, were actually in agitation, and 


ready to fall upon them with irreſiſtible 


weight; that their remonſtrances were ba- 
niſhed from the throne, and their humble 
| petitions conſidered as ſo many inſults to, 
royal power; and that thoſe, who had 
ſhewn. themſelyes moſt active and hoſtile to 
their rights, were careſſed and promoted | 
by their prince. Theſe were the founda- 
tion of American. reſiſtance ; why; they, 
with juſt indignation, refuſed to admit 
the Eaſt India Company's tea, into Boſton; 
and why; when they found the ſervants of : 
Government ſo wicked as to force it into 
the town, they threw it into,the ſea; and 
the conſequent cauſe of all their misfor- 
tunes. 


biap- 


CP? 

Diſappointed in their wicked n_— 
againſt the town of Boſton, * inſtead of 
| offefin Voadliditig "rail © In fü 

country, Adee ſent Sur 4 mite 
force} and . rp mirtth lach 
amongſt 4 pebple, who he ad been ta als to 


| | moderation and mildtefs fro 
price. Not cofitent with g e 

of Un warraf tell fob ey Pete E 
| port of Boſton aned 11 era ith! 
SZ this Coudtry! A p wn el 10 holg a ny 
& Girls Mo He"; 1 5 73 
= we Tait 1 ou 01 10 ori 25 3 
rich to be > or Ho they Were top 
Boi bt rer? Was hot this che i d. 


vete, the moſt © *ftitious aer of pe 
eber Was deviſed ag mit a fes 5 65 
even here they did nbt ſtop: ae . e 
ed to ſtill greater rnb 

3 new Parliament, whom th) elt 
= informa tion! „and under oft 

= proceeded” 1105 kts fe 1 2 1 55 to 9000 5 
and iscsnfttent with eſo Tt. . 
AF dreſſes tobten e their! olg e ard * 
8 «ms -4 8 aeg, 
ada A claratofy' | 
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claratory reſolve, that the Americans were 
in actual rebellion, are ſufficient to ſhew 
the inhuman deſigns of Adminiſtration 
againſt an unfortunate people, already la- 


| bouring under every degree of domeſtic 
diſtreſs. 


It is remarkable, that though the Colo- 
niſts were in actual rebellion, laſt winter, by 


act of parliament, they were only declared 


rebels, by proclamation, in June. This 1s 


the regard Adminiſtration have for the re- 1 
ſolution of an aſſembly, whoſe authority 
they deem neceſſary to fandiify . their pro- 
ceedings ! Is it not an inſult to the power | 
of Parliament Pp: Perhaps, his Majeſty's | 
proclamation was meant by way of aſſent; 
and Parliament had not been fix W 


eee 


— 


The meaſures of government through- 


out, were as different from reaſon and 
juſtice, as: their aſſertions, regarding the 


Coloniſts, were foreign from truth. Af⸗- 


1 5; averring, that che Britiſh. Legiſlature =_ 
| had 
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had a right to tax America; and after 
recognizing the principles upon which 
they were taxed, the Miniſtry propoſed; 
but under a different name, to give them 


the liberty of raiſing the ſupplies, that 
= ſkould be levied in conſequence of ſuch 


taxation. On the twentieth of F ebruary, | 
I think, Lord North reported from a com- 


mittee of the whole houſe, that they had | 
- cone to a reſolution, which is ſimply this: 
Mat it was their opinion, that when any 


Colony or Province ſhould offer to raiſe their 


1 ire of ſupply; and intimate to the General 


Aſſembly lat Juch ſum was, if approved by 


= mis Majeſty and his Parliament, at whoſe diſ- 
Poſal it was to be held; it ſhould be carried 


t the account of ſuch Province, without ex- 
acting it over again. This was the ſpeci- | 


Y ous reſolution, which, they faid, left it in 


the power of the Americans to tax them 
ſelves: yet, notwithſtanding the abſurdity 
of this reſolve, though it carried no mean- 
ing along with it, on the twenty- fourth of 


me dame month, it was paſſed into a law.. 


But, now, did it give the Coloniſts the 
„„ 


620) 


power of taxing therkſclyes b. No. It ſpe- 
ciouſly veſted in them a power, of which 
they could not be "deprived, giring N 
thelr own PROT: 
! 

| While Parliament . 2 1 ide the. 
Americans, and even many in this country, 
deemed ſeyere and unjuſt, its members de- 
ſoended to the laſt degree of puerility and 
l meanneſs, in their invectives againſt that 
people. The brave * Colonel Grant 
branded them with the name of cowards: 
he offered to traverſe the continent of Ame - 
rica with a thouſand men; yet this brave 

| miniſterial cadet, with upwards, by all 
accounts, of ſix thquſand men now in 
Bolton, dares not face thoſe cowards in the 
field. Mr. James Twitcher gave out to 
the world, that a thouſand poles with red 
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would be able, under the cover of Mr. 
Twitcher's. whole fleet, to march quietly | 
8 along the coaſt of America, 


ET 
Boſton, would be a ſufficient defence ; that 
the Yankeys, as his Lordſhip was pleaſed to 
ſtile them, never felt! bold enough to face a 


red- coat; yet the ſame Yankeys have block= 


ed up fix thouſand of his Majefty's troops 
in Boſton, under the command of the beſt 
Generals in the army, and have in vain in- 
vited them to fight. The very ſame Yan- 
Leys defeated double their number of the re- 
gulars at Lexington, and forced them to re- 
treat. None, but - the. ſelf-fame Yankeys 
routed the King's troops at Bunker's- hill, 
—— their cover from the fleet, 
_ their IS n an of view. „ 


11 Colonel Stat meal to retaliate ppon 
Adminiſtration their falſe information re- 
garding the Americans, as would appear, 
his conduct equally deſerves cenſure; for 
he not only betrayed the men in office, but 


alſo his Country and his Prince. It is even 
much to be doubted, whether this enter= 


priſing genius, with his thouſand men, 


=" 
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vectives, from men who compoſed the Bri- 
tiſh Legiſlature? The former injuries of 


| Adminiſtration recurred upon their minds 
with double force: They ſaw that they had 
much to fear, and but little to hope. Far 
removed from the feat of government, they 
are naturally impreſſed with the moſt un- 
favourable ideas of Courts, and that of 
England in particular: they hear their 
follies and foibles, with, if poſſible, ex- 
aggerated circumſtances; and, indeed, a 
commercial peqple, ſituated as the Ameri- 
cans are for trade, and accuſtomed to buſi- 
neſs, are by no means fond of royal parade 
and idle ſhew ; they deem it criminal to 
contribute to the ſupport of men, whoſe 
intentions and views, they conceive, are 


ever hoſtile to pate juſt ebe ) ag 


1 we are to W oe fon a: moment, ans a 
return to firſt Principles. Is it reaſonable 
or juſt to conceive, that a body of people, 

of at leaſt three millions, many of them 

of f diftinguilhed and acknowledged abilities 


and 


Had not the Coloniſts juſt cauſe to be 
incenſed at ſuch illiberal and unmanly in 
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and genius; whoſe commerce was in the 


moſt thriving ſituation; whoſe internal re- 
ſources were great and valuable ; whoſe 
families enjoyed peace and plenty, affluence 


and eaſe, ſhould, deliberately, without the 
utmoſt provocation, without the moſt ho- 
ſtile invaſion of their liberties and proper- 
ty, reſiſt the authority of the parent ſtate, 
and lift arms againſt her power? Though 
a few enthuſiaſts in the cauſe of freedom, 
had aſſembled in a tumultuous manner, 
. though outrages, as is uſual, on the intro- 
duction of a new law, had been committed 
by the vulgar, time would have cured the 
diſorder. But, during four years, the 
Americans have uniformly reſiſted the 
tyranny of taxation; and have, with una- 
nimity and firmneſs, proceeded upon the 
firſt principles of freedom, till they have 


involved a great nation, whoſe arms in fo- 
reign wars had gained ſo much renown, 


and whoſe actions in the world have hither- 
to been ſo full of ſplendor, in a ruinous 
and deſtructive war; met their armies in 
the field, and repulſed them with ſucceſs; 


and have ſagwn mankind, that a free 8 | 
ſpirited 
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power in the Byitih” Legiſlature ; they now = 
abhorred / the thenfores /Adminiftrarion purs 3 
fued to enfores obediencg They confider= | 
ed a military force in their country as an 
introduction to deſpotiſm, which they were 
determined: to reſiſt. They, therefore, \nt< 
noamced their! allegiance” to their prince; 
as h had / 'they: 'coficeived; violated the co- 


ſh: 7 ang and the FUR; the power of 


. 
ſpirited people, animated with the cauſe of 
liberty, are able to perform e n, 
to Ws * wm EP Las f 
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After ienitiohey fort tnrus aria ſptireed; fo 


their country, the Americans, juſtly con- 


ſidering themſelves, if not in | danger; at 


leaſt under conſtraint, declined meeting in 
aſſemblies, which were no longer free: 


They had formerly denied the exerciſe of 


venant:4hto:omhich they had mutually en- 


tered and: they denied the ſupremaby of 
the Bririſu Begiſlature, as its miniſters, 
3 'their Kue e | 
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governing naturally devolved on the peo- 
ple, from whom it originated. Under the 
reſtraint and terror of a military force, the 
protection of Heaven could alone preſerve 
that reſolution and firmneſs, which mark 
every meaſure the Americans adopted: 
Anarchy, confuſion, and terror, had long 
prevailed in their country; yet every action 
of the Coloniſts is full of deliberation and 
prudence. Some ſuperior form of ſociety, 

however, ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary to 


| F quiet the minds of the people, and to ren- 


der them confident in the reſiſtance, which 
they had made to abſolute power. For this 
purpoſe, the Continental Congreſs met at 
Philadelphia; and, after aſſuring the peo- 
ple of their unalterable reſolution of main- 
taining, at the hazard of their lives, thoſe 
rights which they derived from the laws 
of God and of nature, in defiance of all 
the hoſtilities preparing againſt them by the 
mother- country, they framed a declaration 
to the world, full of that extreme confi- 
dence, which mankind derive, from the 
* * of * and diſtreſs. 
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The Congreſs begin their declaration 
with an appeal to their Creator, that, ab 


they ars Cotvinced they were Born" Gif 


equality with'the reſt of the human race, 


ſo they are determined to reſiſt all the at- 


tempts of others to abſolute power. They 


declare, that the cruel and itnpolitic eo: 
duct of the Britiſh” Parliament, * | 
them to ap KY. d 


Al from reaſon to arms; 


that, therefore, it is a duty they owe tb 
ddeikrypr aud 60 The worlds make Khowh MM 
the” juſtice of their cauſqfma. 
_ Sldmud 11604; ned t tage? nit oni! 
They obfetve, with Gitive,” that thkit 
forbsfatllers left the mother country Furt il 


epence to Her, to ſeek on diſtant ſhofes, an 
afyfum for civit and 'teligicus' "freedony; 3 "ab 


back fichbs 4884" wealth on the patent 
ſtate. They remark, that to this circum- 
ſtance ought chiefly to be attributed the 


amazing ſucceſs of Great Britain in the 
late war; and that, ftom the reſtgnation 


of Mr. Pitt, are to be dated, all the mis- 


fortunes 


— 2 0 * 
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fortunes of their country, and of this. 
They complain of the innovations of Par- 
liament, or mare properly ſpeaking, Ad- 


miniſtration, in taking from them their 
property without their conſent; extending 


the; jutiſdiction af the courts, of Admiralty,. 
and Vice-Admiralty; depriving them of 


dhe ineſtimable privilege, of trial byjury a 
1 reſtraining theit commerce; exempting the 


murderers of Coloniſts from legal trial, and; 


HM thereby from puniſhment: eſtabliſhiog Po- 
pery in Canada; ſending annies and fleets: 


into their country; baniſhing their humble 


requeſts, and petitions from the; throge of 
their, ;Sovereign.; declating, them Rebels 


Aiſregarding their moderate and ꝓeacęable 
W o1ertures toward, a reconeiliation 3 gude ul.. 
timately, oppoſing, che opinipus and good 
deſgus of a great / body gf. the. firſt; people 
and citizens in the kingdom in their fayour. 


What, ren of their Aa left entire? 
Nane. Ar TT e. 197 N „r 1x 
7 - 7170 51715 meme 35166 
"After ee A the injuries their 
country had ſuffered from a profligate Au- 
init moni home, the Congreſs remark 
(NES | 15 2 the 


( 8. } 
the conſequent barbarity of their | ſervants 
abroad. In pathetic terms, they remem- 
bet the murderous hotetiery committed on 
heir oounteymen, by General Gage's troops 
at Lexington; and all the horrors attending 
that bloody bufineſs. They lament the 
diſtreſs, to wich their: een have 
been reduced in the town of Boſton, in 
conſequence of converting that once com- 
mercial city into a garriſon, and the un- 
haeard- of ſeverities exerciſed upon the in- 
habitants „% Indively-colouts, they fepreſent 
the ſeparation] of wives from their huſbands, 
ehiildtontifrom)theis parents, the aged and 
infirm from their relations. But what they 
complain of the moſt, is, the arming againſt 
them their dnveterate enemies, and the. 
_ »commba angmies of all Chriſtians, the 
- Rotnagi:iGatholics.. They are reduced, 
they ſay, fh the alternative of chuſing 
nmunconſlitutional ſubmiſſion to the tyran— ö 
nyſlof 5rvitated,o and revengeful miniſters, 4 
oa reſiſtance by force : The latter is their 

choice. They have counted the coſt” of 
this conteſt, and find nothing ſo dreadful. 
as voluntary: lern Honour, juſtice, and 
1 humanity | 


wretcliedneſs, which inevitably awaits them, 


ee *. Defence of Magna-Obaita Nn. 
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bumanity forbid chem, they: ſay. / tamely to 
ſurrender that freedom, , which they receiv- 


ed from their gallant anceſtors, and which 
their innocent poſterity have: a right to 


receive from them. They cannot, * 
affirm, endute the infamy and guilt of 
reſigning ſucceeding generations to that 


if they nag e nen bandaghoup- 


On them. ; 8 os DIA 1119 16191 271 
_ - 2 © q 91191989 ene obe 
; base ran aaa of the Con- 
XZ eres joſtntivients whieh d honour to the 


human heart. They may ſay with Doctor 


Johnſon: He that would animaten man- 
kind to the ſupport of freedom ich is 
= their common eadſe, ſnould himſelf feci, in 
= an eminent degrbe, that andour which he 
= withes'to inſpire. Even am entteaiaſnethere- = 
in may be deemed a holy tapture, fricethat 
by” which it is produced is/the!cauſerof 


Go and is ſo great a gootin'the brſt or- 


der of his W vd Baff: 10 
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The Congreſs conclude theis declaration 
with afſurin the world, that they wiſh 


= nothing g more than a good underſtanding 
and erfect harmony with the Mother 


Country. "Nec cellity_ impoſed upon, them 


HE Wefftande oily have. 1 made to the evil 


deſigns of her "Miniſters," not to her own 


juſt power and ſupremacy, which they have 
ſo o fen 5 and fo dutifully e They 
DEE yy mi ghty for t 


: th e protection he 
Hi given” t nem, for retarding the deſigns 


1, of" thett" chemies," wi ile they were nale 
to reit their power; ; an nd the 
cohtidulance' of his Divine favour, They 


y implare 1 the | 


RS 


10 IT) ff 


fig ght not, they fay, for glory” or for con- b 


ae dut in defence of their juſt rights 


: anif Stivilegss. We e exhibit t to mankind,” 
| Lig, they, "Wo" their” ohn fimple ſtile, Ec the 


ee Wile of a people attacked 


00 ch dp 7 ebemies, without any im- * 
oo Even ſuſpicion. of offence. = 
« ru Na of * Their privileges and civi- F 


ce «11248664! Aud y yet proffer no milder. con- 


0 ditions than ſervitude or death. With an 
humble confidence in the mercies of the 


«es "Hipreme' and impartial! Ruler of Wa 


( 8 7 
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e VE moſt” devout tly implore hig Divine 
« goodneſs to Conduct us thro b this 
ce ee conflict, to diſpoſe our adverſaries 8 
10 to Feconciliation on rea! ſonable terms, 


« and thereby to relieve the NS TM 


7 the calamities of civil! N { Þ eagttob 
14447 IH, 


[1 


19191} Hog i 
Though this paper contains Pe . 1 00 
a picture of human miſery and diſtreſs, it, 
has been reprobated by he Creatures gf; 
5 Government, , "IP the 1 name of; an inſidious 


11120 


1 315 52 
Ss = ang i inflam mmato Try production. Their afſer-, 
= = tions,. k ever, laſt but for a day; but the 5 


107 


1 ws of a bleeding country make an Mc Ni 
nn preſſion, that the hand of time cann : 
= cfface, and render odiqus a ſet 1 
whoſe avarice is. inſatiabl , [hoſe Aods 


are bloody, and who e e 


el 


while the names of tho 0 105 A 
boldly ſtood up in the cauſe o 9 vo ow, 


13 


will be handed to e Wien 


glorious of appellations, e Deli ier * 
mew Country. 5 d 2c0111Þ 5 


mud 
Before the Tu defigns of gone.” 


1 America were generally known, ſe- 
veral 


fign did they tolerate a ſyſtem of religion 


( 82 


veral regiments, happily for the former, 


were ſent to Boſton. But ſince their inten- 


tions have tranſpired, a general languor, 
diſlike, and itaRivity, have// prevailed, in 


every motion, that was not immediately 
nader the eye of Adminiſttation. The re- 
ſignation of the officers of the army, a cir- 
cumſtance that hiſtory ſcarce records; the 
deſortion of the ſhip-wrights from the dock - : 
yards, the deſertion of the ſoldiery abroad, 


were to fight in a caufe, where victory 
gained no glory; that they went out to 
Iamedidte death, or returned to certain 
 flavery; that when America was con- 


|  quered by tlie foes of freedom; the veſtiges 


of liberty Would" only remain in England. 


"Theſe e eee were obvious, 05 r 
occured to all.” | fe? 


Qt: act? 2 Y 191346 5 51. 


| Abele ders ttom too | Wing 1 to - 


Adminiſtration, and they took their mea= MY 


ſures accordingly. With what other de- I 


in 


are ſufficient to evince the unwillingnefs : I 
of mankind to fight againſt their fellows 
| ſubjects. They foreſaw, perhaps, that they 


1 


in Canada, that the people of Great Bri- 
tain at large abhorred? Was it not for 
this purpole; that they relaxed their ſeveri- 
ties againſt Ireland, and placed the Catholics 
of that kingdom on an equality with Proteſ- 
tant ſubjects? Had they not this in view, 
when they gave all civil offices in the Colo- 
nies to the natural enemies of the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion, the needy and diſcontented Scots; 
and promoted them every where in the 


eee, open honeſt 
5 1 Aion 12 Ant 


* 12 N ” x 10 
1661} 4 <4 4 29 441 


' Theſe Cubolic. woe x of a Catholic 


EH Adminiſtration, I only mention as ſpeei- 
mens of their conduct. The world. 1e 


members their treachery in, the affair of 
Falkland Iſlands. They, gag ſcarqę, haye 
forgot their iniquitous conduct, to, the, Eaſt 
India Company. Few ,arsignorapts. that 
it coſts this Country upwards, ,of, twelye 
hundred pounds a day, to preſerve the ſpe- 
cious appearance of public eredit, by, 
venting, fluctuation in the funds. e 5 
does not know, that for three months paſt 
upwards of double that ſum has been ex- 
© 4 1285 pended 
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pended every day in the ineffectual efforts 
of Adminiſtration, to procure unconftitu- - 
tional addreſs from | the ö corporations in the 
kingdom? But the people of "England 


have deſpiſed their allutements as much as 


the Americans diſregarded their threats. 


We ſee the immortal enemies of all Free. 
men, arming in every part of the Empire. 
In Canada, their Religion was tolerated 
and duthorized for the wicked and diaboli- 4 
cal deſigns of | Adminiſtration againſt Ame 
rica; and they are now-invited;encouragtd; = 
and careſſed; to take up arms againſt that 
unfortunate! people. In Ireland, where that 
ſect were ſo lately promoted and encouraged, vx 
they ate riſing in thouſands to perpetfate 
the deſigns of /a Romiſh "Adminiſtration 


agaĩnſt the Coloniſts, which are ſo perfect. 


ly ſuitable and conſonant with the bloody 


tenets of pheiv abhorred faith What has not 


a free / pcopla to fear from theſe hoſtile pre- 
patations ? But a day of count and reckon- 
_ ing), it) is hoped, will come, when thoſe 
men will meet their deſerved fate; and he is 


more wicked than W AED who! wiſhes 
frag more. 0 % 


7 


The unconſtitutional conduct of james 
the ſecond, which brought about the glori- 
ous revolution, was moderate and mild, 
compared with the preſent meafures of Ad- 
miniſtration. That unfortunate prince, like | 
them, favoured ſeeretly, and at laſt openly. 
the Catholic religion; hut he had not gone 
of the Empire: He only wiſhed, as he ſaid 
XZ bimſelf, to have it in his power to tolerate 
among his ſubjects, a faith Which he loved. 
When he found the bent of the people ſo 
oppoſite to this meaſure, he armed not his 
unſucceſsful brethren againſt their rights. 
He avowed publicly his attachment to 
XZ that faith. He did not, under the appear- 
XZ ance ef a Proteſtant, endeavour to ſubvert 
muuat religion, and promote that ſyſtem 
which he ſecretly loved. His Miniſters 
Were not Roman Catholics, f though they 
endeavoured to perſuade him that they had 
become converts to his opifiion.- Mr. 
Hume ſays, that James's only fault was too 
great an attachment to the Romiſh religion, 
Haye not the pteſent Adminiſtration the 
failing of poor James, with many more? 
T5 But 


„ 
But to return to the point in view. The 
pe of American "reſiſtance is Obvious, 
Sar of this Den- 
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fee . prong 
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5 employ (i "in the ae ug Gert mg, 
Where all other opinions befote” the public, 


are ridicul led 200 deſp iſed, i 


ON 


is not an eaſy 


matter to inftil to lhe 6therinetions. 
e preſent. cafe, reaſon dictates to 
have adhered to it with 


Vs 


ut in th 


Aid, ay they 
Le 


. fails, 
* ts 
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The caſèe is now entire- 


5 Rep Wu ed ab! many baits 


, widows deploring the fate of their 
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declaratibns of Admini- 


is "true, they have great rea- 
> Who. have not themſelves, 
have gs beheld fathers mourning their 


nds, and children worn, þ the tos 


| Theſe are keel conſiderations, and bey 
1 0 weigh 
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weigh much with mankind. To hear of 
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blood and Kaughter among our ur fellow ſub- 
jects, w but to {ee its s images, gives 


a ſeyere ſhoc In the City of Dublin, in 
one day, pap BY families went. into 2 
ing, in conſequence of the unnatural a 
bloody conteſt with America. When is 
ſmall a place in the Britiſh Empire, Was 10 
ſuddenly affected, What muſt ave been the 
caſe throughout the whole ut while we 
' behold theſe things at Hamer 0 bat muß b be 
ths condition, of; a wretched, and unfor- 
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2 runats people abroad? Th WP 'mourni ng is 
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general, human miſery is ſeen in TY 
face, every eye guſhes witl h, tears, 4415 
their country-men and friends lye bleedi 
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in the general cauſe of their Gun tr ap 
of all, mankind! There Hort child Ts 
are left in want; the aged. 15 9 fo 5 
je wh aps horror, an d diftre ſs, pe- g 
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1 1 theſe horrors ly Jul fr a 
8 Providence will deliver, in h 

time, a wretched people, 787 the 125 
cuting zeal, and malevolence of an aban- 
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doned Miniſtry. He has already demon- 
ſtrated his interference in their cauſe: He 
has rendered ineffectual. all the motions of 
their enemies. What, but the divine pow- 
ers would have, deluded the King's: troops 
ſo far as to turn Boſton into a garriſon ? ? a 
town which. oP 9,command. of the coun- 
try; which the fleet could at any time haue 
laid in aſhes, and which, the Provincials 
would never have attemgyed to retain. .; In 
fact, the poſſeflion of it muſt undoubtedly | 
hurt the fide who; holds it. Why; dids not 
General Gage, aided by, a, powerful, fleet, 
tranſport his army into the open country, 
and, at Jeaſt; retard the operations of the 
Colgniſts ? The appearance of an army, in 
a countryunaccuſtomed to invaſion, would 
have ſtruck tho inhabitants with terror. 
Why: remain ig; Boſton, while the people 
met in peace, conſulted with deliberation, | 
and armed, with / reſolution? Why remain 
in ſo ingloxious inactivity, While the people 
 Who,gppaſed\ him acquired courage, from 
the ſceming terror of their enemies, and 
derived. confidence from their own/unani- 
mity? Tis true, he had engaged in a bad 

vrt | cauſe ; 3 
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cauſe ; and activity now, might aſterwards 
be deemed guilt. Byt if General Gage 
himſelf Was actuated by motives of huma- 
their Priute, proceed with irreſolution, 
diffdence, and langour? Tuxy had on- 
ly heard of remorſe; they knew not hu- 
manity or mildneſs; Providence alone re- 
tarded their ſteps, and rendered abortive 
their bloody deſigtis. 3738: 5 BF even * wy 
/b91d09069U arm 31. io HGKISHOQ 253 Toe} 
_ T'Adhhifiifithtion'withed for an ariedbte 
ſettlembht With America, as they profeffed, 
why did they not reply to the addrefs'vf 
the Continental Congtefs? They fay; that 
they know of no legal afſembly under that 
W citle. To this we anfiver, were they mere 
= illegal” than the boy ef Weſt- India nth" 
= chants, wüio laſt year, petitione@tHe Houſe 
of Commons? Or, were they more illegal, 
chan the Freeholdets of Middlefef w 
= five years ago petitioned the tHP6We g Are 
te words . Continental Corti hem 


ſewbees illegal? The people have 4 right, 
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throne, and to demand redreſs; and, in 
* „„ my 
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my opinion, the denomination or title, any 
body of people may aſſume, does not de- 
prive them of this right, far leſs does it 
| un n n Be: 
But the Ane were dg Jndeed 
Rebels. It would-be the height of impru- 
dence, in the Miniſtry, to enter into a ne- 
gociation, before a tender of their treaſure 
was made, before their lands were forfeited 
to the crown, To liſten to the complaints 


of the Coloniſts, would anticipate 'theſe 
demands. Had they choſe to buy their 


| Iiberty with an everlaſting price, like the 
 Eaſt-India Company, there is no doubt, 
the Americans would have ſucceeded. Of 


all the crimes Adminiſtration have been 


guilty of, rapacity is the moſt conſpicuous. 
But the Americans diſdained liberty that 
was bought for a time; they love the 
eternal liberty that they are ſure of pur- 
chaſing with their lives. They are, there- 
fore, left to all the horrors of famine, fire, 

and ſword ; and may God | Shs of them 5 
a8 n deſerve ! 


But 
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But to conclude in general terms: That 
the Americans would ever conſent to pay 
Britiſh Taxes, or Taxes impoſed on them 
by the Britiſh Parliament, was far from 
being the opinion of the greater part of 
N Ni at the time that the meaſure 
was carried into execution; and ſince that 
period, I think they have had ſome reaſon 
to be more convinced in their opinions. 
None but a weak and profligate Adni- 


hnittration would ever have made the expe- 
riment. Great Britain is now reduced, by 
XX their ignorance or folly, or both, to the 
alternative of letting the Coloniſts ſhake off 


their dependance, or to the uncertainty of 
conquering that people, at the certain de- 
ſtruction of both countries. Should ſhe 
perſevete in hoſtilities, the whole wealth 
of the nation may be expended, without 

effectually ſettling the difference. If ſhe 

deſcends to negotiation, the great object 


; of all this quarrel, an American revenue, 
is for ever at an end. 8 


| $ the interim, Commerce ſaffers i in 2 
fatal manner. Throughout the whole king- 
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dom, à general ſtagnation is felt. The 
merchants of London alone are gainers by 
„ the diſpute. But it is to be obſerved, 
that their proſperity, on this occaſion, pro- 
ceeds from the ruin of all the reſt of the 
nation. The whole money of the kingdom 
is brought to the capital, where the mer- 

chants have contracts and ſubſcriptions for 
ſupplying the army with neceſſaries, and 

where chiefly bills of Exchange can be 

negotiated. Were the merchants and trad- 


ers of London to ſuffer in as dreadful a 


manner, by the diſpule with America, as 


the other towns and cities do, their cla- 


mours and noiſe. would reach the ſkits. 
Theſe eircumſtaaces are well knouin to 
every man, who is, in the leaſt acquainted 
with buſineſs „ and to this circumſtance 
we may partly aſcribe the ſituation of pub- 
lic credit, and the fluctuating ſtocks; which 
M$ Og, now, than went bed dern, ofa 
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at a vaſt expence, this circumſtance tends 
to ſhew us how dangerous the influence of 
the crown is to our natural rights; and 
cannot; by any means, be faid to be the 
opinion of the people, who ſigned and pre- 


ſented thoſe Addreſſes. As Parliament have 


already, in ſome manner, I cannot tell how, 


approved of hoſtilities againſt the Ameri- 
cans and their rights, it is tidt natural to 


ſuppoſe, that the very ſame men ſhould, 


in the-courſe of ſix months; babe changed 


JM their-opinions ſo far as to adopt pacific 


meaſures.” It is, therefore, the duty of 


every good citizen throughout the king- 5 


dom, to join in an unanimous remonſtrance 


to the King, requeſting iti to put An Tl 4 


to the horror! of à civil War, Which ' was 


. begun through the folly and igtioxance,/ti6 not 
to ſay worſe motives, of his" Miniſters; 
and Witch Has Been eebtrdüeh By tät cb. 
ſtinate arrogance, which proceeds” froth. 

mean and unmanly revenge: To recall His 


troops from Boſton, and to ſend delegates 


to repreſent his Majeſty, and to carry to an 


injured a the tidings of peace : "T6 
G = reſtore 


. 
reſtore to the Americans their antient rights, 
and to ſecure to them thoſe liberties, which 
they were compelled, by his own Miniſters, 
to defend, with the ſword in their hand: 
to inflict a mark of public diſgrace upon 

thoſe of his ſervants, who have involved 

his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects into the horrors 
of a bloody war with one another; to 
declare to the world his abhorrence of all 
this tragic buſineſs; and to promiſe to his 
own ſubjects, in particular, more mode- 


rate Government, and a more juſt Admi- 


iſtration. And, to convince mankind of 
his intentions, to diffolve the preſent Par- 
liament, at the ſame time that he diſ- 
_ charges his Miniſters; and, by thoſe means, 
to call a more equal ropeeſeatation | of the El 
people. =. 


| When theſe 1 are * FR | 
Americans, as they are the moſt diſtreſſed 
by this conteſt, will be the firſt to make 
advances toward an amicable accommoda- 
tion. But till a change of men, as well 
as meaſures, take place, it cannot be ima- 
Sined ; 


1 3 


ined that they will, or can, with ſafety, 
truſt the hardened enemies of themſelves 
and their rights; men, whoſe fidelity ex- 
tends no further than their intereſt ; whoſe 
promiſes are ſo many ſacred perjurations, 
and whoſe ambition, through murder, blood, 
and deſolation, is only bounded by rapaci- 
ty and pecuniary emolument. 
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CONTAINING. 


'L kiag John s MAGNA CHARr aa 
II. Henry I's MAGNA CHARTA: with Remer 
thereon; 
m. The BISHOPS CURSES againſt the Breakers of 
at this Charter; 
IV. A STATUTE declaring what Crimes all be ads 
IJudged Treaſon; , : 
v. The PETITION OF RIGHT: 
VI. The HABEAS CORPUS ACT); / 
VII. The BILL OF RIGHTS; and 
a VIII. The ACT OF SETTLEMENT 2 


„ 8 
The Security of En liſhmens Lives; or, the „ " EM 
and Duty of the GRAND JURIES of ENGLAND. 8. 


By the late Lord SOMERS: 


TO WHICH IS ADDED, © 


| An EXHORTATION to the Chriſtian and 1 
Clergy, the Gentry, the Freeholders, and other El:&ors, of 
Members to ſerve i in PARLIAMENT. Price 8 bound. . 


II. 


The JUDGMENT of Whole King doms and Nations,concern- 

g the Rights, Power, and Prerogative of Kings, and 

; br. Rights, Priviteges, and 3 of the People, &c. by 
the late Lord Somers. The 10th edit. Price 38. in boards. 


„„ . WILLIAMS, BooOksELLER and STATIONER, at 
No. 39, FLEET STREET, begs Leave to acquaint his Friends and 
the ayes that all New Books,Plays, Pa mphlets, Magazines, &c. 
2 be conftantly had at his Shop as T as publiſh LADIES 
and GENTLEMEN, who will pleaſe to favour him with their 
Commands for Books or Stationary Wares, may depend on being 
ſerved on the loweſt Terms; and any Book in Print, ſhall be * 5 
on the ſhorteſt Notice. 
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